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he invited Francis and his tutors to join him in Prague
so that he could see for himself what the boy was like.
If he did not approve of him, Charles argued, he could
always send him back to Lorraine. And as the lad
would have been received in Bohemia, the gossiping
Court at Vienna would never have seen him.
Before leaving Lorraine, in the meantime, Francis
had been most carefully coached about his behaviour
in the presence of the Emperor. Baron Jacquemin,
the Minister from Lorraine in Vienna, wrote a memor-
andum on the subject of the youth's deportment to
Duke Leopold. This letter still exists :
<c It is necessary that the young Prince should assume
a respectful expression in the presence of the Emperor/'
Jacquemin wrote; " he must restrain his vivacity and
not speak unless the Emperor speaks to him first; he
must avoid a familiar manner when talking to the
Emperor. Above all, he must never ask the Emperor
any questions on any subject, and he must talk German
as much as he possibly can. When he is with the
Empress he can be a little more vivacious, but he must
never forget the dignity expected of a Prince in his
station—if he remembers this, the Empress and her
ladies will mention his fine spirit to the Emperor, who
will then feel a sincere wish to see his natural vivacity
which, if mingled with the proper respect, will please
the Emperor, and then every one at the Court will
approve of the Prince."
As this letter indicates, Francis's boisterous manner
often annoyed his elders. Count Podewils, the Prussian
Minister in Vienna, later remarked that " Francis
hated restraint" and " that he had almost too little
dignity for his rank/' Francis was a very hand-
some youth, "of tall .stature/' Podewils continues,

